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Joseph was to have this bitter satisfaction, for
Frederick did not accept the Empress's terms at once,
and the war, which in the end was a victory for Prussia,
dragged on without decisive battles. This War of the
Bavarian Succession is rightly called a " Potato war '*
by some German historians, for to get enough to eat,
the soldiers on both sides had to spend much of their
time digging potatoes in the fields.

The Peace was finally concluded at Teschen on
May 13, 1779, Maria Theresa's sixty-first birthday,
Catherine of Russia acted as the guarantor of this peace.
Austria renounced all her claims to the Bavarian sue*
cession for all time, but was given the small Inn
district between the Tirol and Austria itself. Obviously
Frederick had dictated the terms of peace. As a rule
Joseph disliked titles and honours, but when he signed
this Peace Treaty as the co-Regent, he ironically added
all of his many titles to his signature. The breach
between him and his mother had become insurmountable.

He was suffering so intensely from his personal
humiliation that he did not clearly grasp the political
significance of this Treaty. Maria Theresa, however,
had no illusions. When the Peace was celebrated in
St. Stephen's Church in Vienna, she wrote to Kaunitz
after the service: " To-day I have ended my career.
Whatever else I may do in my life will not be particu-
larly important.1*

She knew that the Peace of Teschen ended her life-
long struggle with Frederick of Prussia, and that she had
lost. By this Peace, Prussia, the most powerful state
in north Germany, had for the first time risen to defend
the rights of another Electorate State against the Holy
Roman Empire. The other German States began to
look up to Prussia a$ their leader. This Peace of